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09/045,385 



Applicant(s) 



Matsushima et al 



Examiner 



Kenneth Parker 



Art Unit 
2871 



« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 




. MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

" E ^ft?q?y°/m^ Un , der the provisions of 37 CFR 1 <«>■ m no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

' ' f Ve ^^^t^^ 3b0Ve ^ l6SS thiftV 1301 3 r6Ply WithiP StatUt ° rY minimUm ° f thiftY (30) daVS wMI 
" ^ Itlir iS SP6Cified ab0V6 ' m3XimUm StatUt ° rV P6ri0d Wi " aPPIV and Wi " expire S,X (6} M0NTHS f ' om the mailing date of this| 
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 1 33) 

Status 

1 ) 59 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 28, 2002 

2a) 63 This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 3-5, 7, and 18-20 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) B Claim(s) 3-5, 7, and 18-20 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



. are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



. is/are objected to by the Examiner. 



. is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on ___ 

11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) 
a)D All b)D Some* cjD None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment! s) 

1 5) □ Notice of References Cited {PTO-892} 

1 6) O Notice of Draft sperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) CD information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper Nofs). 



1 8) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

1 9) (Zl Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Tradamark Offtc« 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



1. Claims 3-5, 7 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kim et al, U.S. Patent #5933,208, in view of Shirahashi et al U.S. Patent # 5,285,301, 
Sato et al, U.S. Patent # 6,081,305 and Miyawaki et al, U.S. Patent # 5,822,028. 

Kim et al discloses a first insulating substrate with picture element electrodes in a matrix, a 
second opposite substrate with a counter electrode having portions above each pixel electrode, 
aligned and sealed with liquid crystal interposing, with the first substrate having switching 
elements line driving means, color filters and light shielding layers corresponding to the 
transistors. It is not clear from Kim that the black matrix goes around the perimeter. The use of a 
black matrix extends around the perimeter was notoriously well known for preventing light 
leakage and shielding for drive circuits, and would have been obvious for that reason. All the 
above listed secondary references show active matrix devices with black layers in the extending in 
the peripheral regions, and therefore provide evidence of this assertion of the well known status of 
these layers for the above mentioned purposes. 



Response to Amendment 



Serial Number: 09/045,385 
Art Unit: 2871 



Page 3 



Kim has the black matrix on the color filter substrate. If it is well known to make the 
black matrix extend to surround the pixel area, it is not material that the examples have the black 
matrixes supplied as examples show the counter electrode substrate. Further, since a light 
absorbing layer is on the first substrate, that light absorbing layer would be used as the light 
absorbing layer elsewhere, as to use a different one without reason would be the addition of an 
unnecessary layer, which those in the liquid crystal art, where the level of skill is high, would have 
been obvious not to do. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Applicant's amending the claim from multiple counter electrodes to a single counter 
electrode necessitated the amendment. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kenneth Parker whose telephone number is (703) 305-6202. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 308-7722. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or preceding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0956. 
April 18, 2002 




KENNETH ALLEN PARKER 
PATENT EXAMINER 
GAU 2871 



